Prairieland Parish
8th Sunday after Pentecost
Prelude – Welcome – Announcements
Today’s Scripture passage is the Parable of the weeds.  Like last week the ending of the parable is the word—Listen!  Do we hear the word of God, or do we listen to the word of God?  The difference between hear (which is to acknowledge a sound), and listen (which is to comprehend), is so important.  Jesus wants all of us to listen.   
Call to Worship
Let us take time to listen to the words Jesus, not just hear them
We ask for your mercy, Heaven Father, when the demands of this world hinder or prevent us from listening to your words.
Lord Jesus, you knew the apostles needed extra explaining to the parables you presented.
We ask for your gracious patience when we may need more of an explanation to a situation in our lives that goes beyond our ability to understand its meaning 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord Jesus, you offered anyone who listened to your parables an opportunity to better understand just how much life on Earth can distract us from living our lives in the manner than would be most pleasing to God.  Please grant us the wisdom to listen to your words rather than just hear your words.
Assurance of God’s care for us
Heavenly Father, you offered your Son to us by having Jesus come to Earth and guide not just the apostles, but everyone by the parables you offered.   
PRAISE HYMN UMH #402 Lord, I Want To Be a Christian

The Word of GOD
GOSPEL LESSON………………….……..…………Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43
THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD! 
THANKS BE TO GOD

Children’s Time

FAITH HYMN UMH #395 Take Time to Be Holy
Message

PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE – THE LORD’S PRAYER
OFFERING/DOXOLOGY/PRAYER
DEPARTING HYMN #128 He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought
DEPARTING WORDS: 
Our service has ended, here within these walls of the Church.  However, our service to everyone we will come in contact with in the coming hours and days will give us the opportunity to show the Love of God the same way Jesus did.  May our listening of your parables have the comprehension that will allow us to demonstrate what it is to be a Christian by taking time to be holy in having your word lead us.
POSTLUDE (you are welcome to remain to listen to the postlude)
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